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the fishing, hunting, and sports enthu-
siasts who have helped bring this bill
to where it is today, to the possibility
of actually having this promise, which
was made but never kept, become real
for our children and grandchildren.

On that point, let me also add a word
about this oil valuation. I just finished
speaking for 10 minutes about using
these oil and gas revenues for a really
special purpose. So why would I also
then come to the floor and talk about
the oil valuation rule? The reason is
that is exactly on point in this debate.

There are some Members who think
the oil companies are intentionally
underpaying these royalties. Most cer-
tainly, based on the speech I just gave,
I want to make sure, and will make
sure to the best of my ability, that the
oil companies are paying every single
penny of royalties that are due to the
American taxpayer because that
money will go directly, if this bill
passes, into this trust fund to be spent
on parks and recreation.

I most certainly will not be one of
the Senators who will come to this
floor and try to come up with some
scheme, if you will, to get the oil com-
panies off the hook. I want them to pay
their fair share. In addition, being from
Louisiana, when I was State treasurer
before I came here, 45 percent—let me
repeat that—45 percent of our State
budget relied on oil and gas royalty
rents and severance tax onshore and
near shore. Many of these revenues
went to fund our schools and put com-
puters in our classrooms. We most cer-
tainly wanted every single penny to
come our way.

It is ludicrous to think these oil com-
panies, which last year wrote checks to
the Federal Government for $2.8 billion
according to our royalty valuation,
would flinch at writing another check
for $60 million.

Sixty million dollars is not a lot of
money compared to $2.8 billion. They
are not intentionally underpaying.

The rules we have set up, like many
rules we write, unfortunately—our tax
rules—are complicated. Lawyers and
accountants can look at the same rule
and come up with different ideas about
what it says or what it means or how
much you owe. That is all this is.

The oil companies are looking for—
and I believe they are right—a simpler
way. I was not here 3 years ago, but the
year before I came, there was a bill
which was passed that was to have
made the rule more simple and more
transparent in relation to what was
owed in terms of rents and royalties
and severance for those who dealt in
Federal waters. We passed that law
overwhelmingly. The rule was created
and developed by the Department of
Minerals Management.

Unfortunately, the rule they are pro-
posing is not going to work. It does not
make the current system more simple.
It, in fact, makes it more complicated.
It is not going to get us out of court. It
is going to keep us in court and litiga-
tion.

I think the vote is going to be very
close. The honorable Senator from
California has a different view. She has
stated on the floor that she thinks the
oil companies are intentionally under-
paying, although there has not been
one lawsuit, to my knowledge, filed
that has claimed ‘‘intentional’’ under-
payment. The claimed underpayment is
based on an honest disagreement of
what the rules and regulations say and
how these payments should be cal-
culated, which is very complicated, as
the Senator from Oklahoma, who is
quite knowledgeable and quite an ex-
pert in this area, has shared on this
floor.

In conclusion, I am the lead author of
a bill to put every single penny we can
get from these oil royalties into the
U.S. Treasury. The bill I have, with 21
other Senators, proposes a good way to
spend that money. So I do not want to
see us shortchanged at all. But I also
think that going forward with this
rule, which makes it more com-
plicated, will not meet that end; it will
only make it worse. It will keep us
from redirecting these revenues, at
least the full amount of them, the way
we know we can.

So I urge, when we vote next week,
to vote with the Senator from Texas,
Mrs. HUTCHISON, to keep this rule as a
work-in-progress until we can come up
with a simple way to get this done. I
will be voting that way and urge my
colleagues to also.
f

TRIBUTE TO KOREAN ADOPTEES

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I feel
compelled to say something about a
special group of people. There is a won-
derful gathering of people in Wash-
ington. As you know, we have hundreds
and thousands of people who come
every week to Washington. We cannot
come to the floor to talk about every
group that comes to Washington be-
cause then we would be on the floor for
a long time.

But there is a very special group in
Washington, and it is a group of 400 Ko-
rean American, American Korean
adults who were adopted from Korea in
the 1950s and 1960s.

I will read from a wonderful article
that appeared in USA Today yesterday
about one particular orphan and her
experience. But I want to say how
proud I am, as cochair of the Adoption
Caucus, to host, with many Members of
this body, this gathering of Americans
who have come, actually, from all over
the world—it is not just Korean
adoptees from America but from Eu-
rope and other places who were adopted
out of Korea—to share their stories.

This is one story by war orphan No.
1371. She is a writer for USA Today at
this time in her life. She writes:

Malnutrition and a bacterial infection had
drawn all but 8 pounds from my 24-inch
frame. My thick black hair teemed with lice;
my body glistened with circles of fresh infec-
tion created by oozing sores that covered
80% of my body.

Yet somehow I survived. Less than two
months later, I was packed onto a shiny air-
liner with 96 other Korean children—four to
a wicker basket—and carried to my adoptive
parents, Dominic and Dorothy Enrico, in
southern California.

At that moment I suffered what now seems
like incomprehensible losses for one so
young: my birth family, my country and the
comfortable anonymity of growing up among
people of the same race. What I gained was
the opportunity to participate in an inter-
national adoption revolution that continues
to be a testimony to the human potential for
love and acceptance regardless of blood ties,
race or ethnicity.

This young woman will join 400 other
adults who have had this experience.
And there have been over 140,000 young
people—infants and young children and
teenagers—adopted from Korea, and
many of them have come to the United
States. In almost every instance, it has
been a happy and joyful experience for
the adoptee and for the family.

The Korean adoptions have opened up
a new thought in America: that fami-
lies could be made of a people who
looked different—because love does not
know a color; love does not know fam-
ily bounds.

So because of the great work of the
Government and Catholic Charities and
many others that have made this pos-
sible, we now have families in America
that look very different with family
members who love others from dif-
ferent parts of the world and from dif-
ferent races. It is a testimony to the
greatness of the human potential for
love and for companionship.

I am proud to sponsor this group of
adults. We hope to continue the work
of international adoption. We would
like to find a home for every child in
the world in the country in which they
were born. But if there is not a home
there—if no one wants them, if they
are not able to find a home—then we
need to find them a home somewhere in
the world.

Senator JESSIE HELMS, an adoptive
father himself, which a lot of people do
not know—he and his wife adopted a
special needs child, so he has personal
experience in adoption—is the lead
sponsor of a tremendous piece of legis-
lation that is going to lay an inter-
national framework, a legal frame-
work, so children from all over the
world, including the United States, can
find a home and they will not have to
grow up infested with lice or they will
not have to have a little body oozing
with sores, so they will have a mother
and a father, preferably two parents.
But if we could find one caring adult
for each child in the world, that is our
hope.

So that is one of the great gatherings
that is taking place. I wanted to honor
them by reading from that article this
morning and by wishing them a won-
derful conference at the J.W. Marriott.
We will be hosting a reception for them
in the Capitol later today.

I invite my colleagues to drop by and
see for themselves the great miracle of
adoption.
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